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and most, though not all, of them lost any sense of peasant
proprietorship which they may have ever had. These Mahratta
landlords were not generally harsh or oppressive; and any
evil tendencies they may have had were repressed when the
State fell for several years under British management during
the minority of the Prince. The manager at that time was Sir
Eichard Jenkins, who gained great distinction in frustrating an
attempted revolution that ended with the fight at Sitabaldi;
and whose fame for just and considerate administration was still
remembered by the people.

At Nagpur the remains of the Mahratta court and camp
were still to be seen. The widows of the late Eaja were
there, also the young man who had been adopted, not by the
ruler but by the family after Ms death, and whose succession
to the throne was not allowed by the British Government, as
explained in chapter VI. The family and relations of the late
ruler belonged to the Bhonslas, one of the highest of the
Mahratta clans. They were stout manly-looking men, and
good riders; but they had externally none of those high-born
characteristics commonly found in the princely families of
India. The most useful man of this family was Nana Ahirao,
the father of the youth whom the Baja's widow had adopted.
Being an active horseman he had acquired much knowledge of
the country and people, and he loyally placed his unpaid
services at the disposal of the British authorities. As a rule
refinement of aspect and nobility of mien are not observable in
the chiefs of pure Mahratta blood, who invariably belong to
the humble castes. The members of the Mahratta nationality,
whose imposing aspect is so well known, are not real Mahrattas,
but are Mahratta Brahmins; the Peshwas or hereditary heads
of the Mahratta federation belonged to the Brahmin caste.
There were then but few Mahratta Brahmins at Nagpur, and
they followed the money-lending profession. The largest
money-lender there, however, was a -Marwari from Mar war in
Eajputana. This was an instance of the manner in which the
enterprising Marwaris spread throughout India, and form that
money-lending class which, notwithstanding its many merits,